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Miami Photographer Captures Changing
Canvas Of Iconic Marine Stadium
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Anyone visiting the National Hotel on South Beach during Art Basel this week will
get a rare peek inside the Miami Marine Stadium (htty://www marinestadium org/) .

The Marine Stadium was built off the Miami mainland on Virginia Key in the 1960s.
Tt was originally used for boat racing and then later for concerts and even religious
services.

But the stadium has been closed to the public since it was damaged by Hurricane
Andrew 20 years ago.

Since then, the mammoth, concrete structure has become fertile ground for graffiti
and a source of inspiration for local photographer Jav Koenigsherg

(http://javkoenigsberg.com/) .

Koenigsberg has spent the past two vears capturing the ever-changing canvas inside
the Marine Stadium as people paint over each another’s graffiti.
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“It vou're out there one week, it will be completely different than it is a month later
or a vear later,” Koenigsberg said. And the art, it it’s not captured by photography,
he said, disappears or "becomes part of the archaeology of the stadium because you
have to take off levels of paint to see the art that was there before.”

For that reason, most of the grattiti in Koenigsberg’s photographs no longer exist on
the stadium walls.

The constantly evolving graffiti has been pulling Koenigsberg back to the stadium
during the past two vears.

“I'm constantly challenged to come back and look at it in different
ways,” Koenigsberg said. “Just as the artists who are painting it are challenging me.”

Koenigsberg's photographs are on exhibit in the National Hotel lobby

(https: //maps. google.com/maps?hl=en&ae=UTE-8&q=national+hotel+miami+beach&fh=1&gl=us &

h=national +hotelchnear=ox88doaci—2bteddbo: oxs~be1=41230463eb Miami+Beach +FL&

c1d=0.0.13331023384008104436&ei=Wov UL-GHI6kZQSHIGQCA&sqi=2&ved=0CLEBEPWSMAA)

through Dee. 8.
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